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May this season
bring you the gifts of

Hope, Strength
Peace & Joy!

RANCHO STRONG

WELCOME TO RANCHO

are proud to introduce two of the newest
Wemembers
of Rancho’s Board of Directors,
Thomas Ferguson and Dorsey Kleger-Heine.

A Note from the Executive Director

hen people say this has been a year like no
Wother,
most are referring to a pandemic, politi-

cal unrest, inflation, workforce and resource shortages, the list could go on. But when we say that at
Rancho, we are referring to legislative changes that
are forcing the reduction in the amount of youth in
“congregate care” and all that encompasses. While
no youth belongs out of their home a day longer
than they should be, for some, it is the safest or
most necessary short-term intervention.
There are some places that cannot be understood
unless you have been there. If you have ever visited a baby in the NICU, that is one of those places.
One just cannot fully understand its gravity unless you have stepped foot in those walls. I believe
Rancho is the same way. Everyone who steps foot
on our campus remarks at the calm and beautiful
grounds. It is a magical place where growth and
change are mastered. Despite many outsiders not
understanding the work we do, this year, Rancho
has continued to be blessed by our long-term stakeholders, new volunteers and many of our state, local and federal representatives.
As this difficult year comes to an end, I am called
to acknowledge all the supporters who understand
the incredible work that happens at Rancho. Many
of you have walked on our campus and personally
felt the magic. Your support this year has meant
more to us than we can ever explain. From letters
of support to Congress to ongoing donations, and
bringing on two new Board of Directors, Rancho
continues to thrive amidst the challenges. We have
applied for several new programs to augment residential care and are excited about diversification
opportunities that will continue to fulfill our mission to serve youth and their way in their families.
As a community, we are RANCHO STRONG.
Thank each of you for keeping us RANCHO
STRONG. -Aubree Sweeney

Thomas Ferguson

has an impressive background in both the
Thomas
medical field and the military including direct
service for trauma victims and extensive management experience. He is an organ transplant coordinator and brings with him life experience, enthusiasm and a heart to serve disenfranchised youth.

Dorsey Kleger-Heine

is an attorney, the CEO of her firm, and
Dorsey
has experience as a Public Defender and Deputy Inspector General as well as was the Chief of
Operations and legal counsel for a non-profit. She
has board experience, has worked with underserved
populations, is bilingual and has a true passion and
commitment to serve foster youth.
WHAT I AM THANKFUL FOR IN 2021

is the person that I am most grateful
Myformom
this Thanksgiving. Throughout my life
my mom has been there for me through thick and
thin. When I was six, I was in a car accident, and
she was by my side for 40 days while I was in the
hospital, sleeping uncomfortably on a couch by my
side, helping me with everything. I am thankful to
have a mother like her. I have been thinking about
how I can repay her for all that she has done for me
and the only thing worthy enough for her is for me
to successfully finish my program at Rancho. This
is where I can start repaying the sacrifices that my

mom has made for me. I can prove that her sacrifices were worth it and that they made a change in
my life. But most of all, I want to make my mom
proud. -Ben, a former Rancho youth
THE ANGELS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Rancho San Antonio, we have always appreAtciated
the love and support of our community.

Just when we think our supporters have gone above
and beyond, a new gift surfaces to remind us of the
kind thoughts and generosity we continually receive. Earlier this year, Lisa Kodimer showed up
at Rancho’s doorstep and offered a helping hand. Lisa is
the co-founder of Connecting
a Caring Community which
is a non-profit organization,
“that mobilizes the community to raise funds and
provide relief to those in our community who are
most in need.” They believe that “this formula will
exponentially affect both recipient and the giver,
which in turn will enable our community to give,
love and grow.” This group of men, women, and
teens that make up Connecting a Caring Community, came together to make Halloween a special
day for our youth. They received numerous goodies
while trick-or-treating on our campus. “This is the
best Halloween I’ve ever had,” said one youth. The
community pulled through to lift our spirits and
help us remember that it truly takes a village.
We were again blessed this year when Jo Pessin from For Goodness Cakes contacted us to offer services to our youth. For Goodness Cakes is
a non-profit organization that “gives underprivileged youth the chance to have a special birthday
by matching volunteers to bake special cakes and
deliver them to each youth for
their birthday.” Our youth get
to select what flavors, fillings,
and even the colors and decorations for their cakes. Many
of our youth never had their own birthday cake and
it is wonderful to see their excitement when their
special, very own cake arrives on their birthday.
We would not exist without the support of the many
angels in our community, as well as our newly discovered angels who go above and beyond to help
lift up Rancho. Rancho is blessed.

BROTHER JOHN’S REFLECTION
FOR CHRISTMAS 2021

“How silently, how silently the wondrous
gift is given. So God imparts to human
hearts the wonders of His heaven.”
“No matter how deep we have fallen,
how hopeless we may feel,
or how dark it is…….
There is no “bottom” we can hit
where we will not find
this manger
holding the child
with the promise of new life.
And to all those who welcome Him,
He shares this new life and fills them
with peace.”
“Love seeketh not itself to please
nor for itself has any care
but for another gives its ease
and builds a heaven
in hell’s despair.”
-William Blake

Rancho San Antonio Benefactors List

Rancho is grateful to our friends who contributed from July 1, 2021 through December 1, 2021.
All donations are greatly appreciated. Our mission would not be possible without your continued support.

Cliff d’Autremont
Aidan, Lori, & Joe
Air Medic

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Finch
Mr. Christopher Fox
Friese Foundation
Andrew & Leslie Provenzano Mr. & Mrs. Paul Fuess
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Baldo Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Fuess
Mrs. Anne Garvey-Zaworski
Mr. Michael Bellinder
Mr. Tom Brejcha
Mr. & Mrs. David Gillen
Mr. Anthony Gonzalez
Mr. Roger Broderick
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Graham
Mr. Tom Bronchetti
Mr. & Mrs. John Brown Ms. Rikki Green
Burton G. Bettingen Foundation Ms. Debra Greene
Mr. Robert J. Campbell Guardian Angel Aquatics
Mr. Robert Hamilton
Ms. Patricia Carney
Mr. Gary Herman
Mr. James Castro
Catholic Alumni Clubs International Ms. Carolyn Hilliard
Mr. & Mrs. William Hoenig
Mr. Brian Cavanagh
Barbara Ross Charitable Trust Hoffman & Associates
Ralph Charles & Assoc. Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Chiaravalle

Kim Chiropractic
Ms. Catherine Cuccia
Dr. Aurelio De La Vega
Mr. & Mrs Robert De Leo
Mr. Larry Deagon
Mr. Steve Dey
Estate of Sharon Sprague
Ms. Martha Esquivel
Mr. & Mrs. John Farrell
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ferry

Mr. Jack Hook

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hoover
Ms. Charlotte Hoyt
Gail Huhn
Ms. Joann Jacks
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Kuppers
LADWP Employees’ Assn.
Mr. Arthur Laski
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Lefevre
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Marsh
Mr. & Mrs. John Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy McAnany
Mr. Charles McClendon
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McMinn

Mr. Patrick Migliorini

Model T. Ford Club Of America

Mr. & Mrs. Edson Moreno

Robert Mottolo

Mrs. Antoinette Nothacker

We thank all the KofC councils who donated in the
annual sale of tickets this year

Mr. & Mrs. John O’Flynn
Ms. Adaora Okoro
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Olinger

Ms. Sue Opdyke
Our Ladies of Lourdes
Paradise Grounds Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Walt Petrovsky

Dr. & Mrs. Earl Petrus

Mr. & Mrs Robert Plassmeyer

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Price
Ms. Erica Rabb

Mr. & Mrs Robert Radford
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Renteria

Mr. & Mrs. S. Repasky
Mrs. Joan Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Sanchez

Ms. Kathryne Saravia
Mr. Carl Schack

Schrillo Family Foundation

Dr. Lupe Simpson

Smiling Froyo One U LLC
St. Francis de Sales Church

Mr. Ronald P. Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Tinsley

Ms. Demitria Villa
Mr. Michael Walsh

Mr. & Mrs. John Weinbeck

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wilson
Ms. Yvonne Zellmer

Original location

New location

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

T

hank you so much to all those that contributed to the renovation of the statues of St. Anthony (the patron saint of lost things) that found their way back
home to Rancho San Antonio. As many of you saw at the car show & BBQ on
October 3rd when the statues were blessed by Fr. Mike Wakefield, their new
home is inside our gates where they can be protected and enjoyed by all that
encounter their presence.

