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JOIN EVENT

We are thrilled to invite you to our
41st annual car show, where we pay
tribute to classic automotive
craftsmanship and community
spirit! This exciting event will feature
a stunning display of over 100 classic
and restored cars and trucks, This year our car show lands on
showcased on our beautiful field for
your enjoyment.

Indulge in our World-Famous

Rancho BBQ dinners and DE
sandwiches, alongside popular
traditional Latin dishes available for
purchase and guaranteed to delight
your taste buds. If you have a sweet
tooth, be sure to visit our bakery
booth and explore other delectable
treats. Additionally, Rancho apparel
will be available for purchase, with

proceeds supporting our valuable
programs.

Join us at Rancho San Antonio from
9am - 4pm on 5/5/24 for an
unforgettable experience. We look

forward to seeing you there!

For more information please
call (818) 882-6400 x 110



http://www.ranchosanantonio.org/

NAMASTE BROTHER JOHN
‘A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | AUBREE SWEENEY, LMFT

At the start of any yoga class, they ask you to set an intention, which is a word,
phrase, or mantra that brings you back to the goal of your practice. If you don't
have one of your own, the instructor often offers an intention that they have chosen
for the class. As | dealt with the news of Brother John's departure, | was offered the
intention of “embracing change.” The intention is meant to focus on yoga poses, to
invite a deeper hold or increased balance challenge, but the suggestion is always
applicable to life outside of the studio. Change is the second word in Rancho’s
vision statement, RISK CHANGE GROW. Change is not something most of us seek,
especially when life feels comfortable, but often the most satisfying growth comes
from change.

This intention was particularly powerful to me because Rancho was about to
embark on one of the biggest changes in our current history. Brother John Crowe
had just made the decision to move to Brother Vincent Pieau Residence in Austin,
TX, a retirement home for the Brothers of Holy Cross. Our community supports this
decision for Brother John’s health and wellbeing, but we don’t know Rancho without
Brother John. Rancho is Brother John!

Six years ago, when | was appointed Executive Director, | promised Brother John that | would
lead our organization with the respect, dedication, and care that he established for decades. |
had the luxury of his mentorship and tutelage by my side every day. It has been six years of
sharing decades of knowledge and experience. He shared stories, history, articles, documents, and financial
acumen. Rancho is a spiritual place and | feel so blessed to have been guided by my elders on this journey. Like
all good teachers, Brother John was also willing to learn from me and open up his mind and heart to new ideas,
concepts, and innovations. My job is going to be different now, but my commitment has not changed. | will
continue to work hard to carry on the teachings of my mentor and make him proud of Rancho for many years to
come.

At the end of a yoga class, the teacher often says, Namaste, meaning “The light and teacher in me honors the

light and teacher in you”. We are all teachers, and we are all students. Brother John, you've been an amazing
teacher to thousands of young people and staff, and | am so honored to be one of them. Namaste.
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Dear Lord,

Thank You, my Lord and God, for guiding me and leading
me as | adjust to my new surroundings. Please bless us
with Your presence while we worship You and strive to
follow Your will in our lives. Bless the labors of our hands
as we work for Your kingdom in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Good news! Brother John will remain on the Board of Directors
and continue enlightening us with his spiritual words and
guidance from Texas!




RANCHO ALL-STAR

My name is Stephen. | came from a difficult home environment and
got involved in the gang lifestyle. In 1998, when | was 16, the court sent
me to RSA. Upon arrival, my plan was to just do the time and get back
to my gang life. | had no idea that RSA was truly a rehabilitative
environment. While at RSA, | saw other opportunities that life
presented to me. Through the great treatment in a caring and
supportive environment, | started to change my outlook on life and
my behavior. | started to excel in my academic work and graduated
high school with a 3.7 GPA, while also receiving an excellence award
in math and English. | was even offered a job at my high school as a
teacher’s assistant. Later, | joined the Marines and completed 3
combat tours in the Middle East, where | received a Certificate of
Commendation as a Lance Corporal in the Marine Corps.

Upon discharge from the Marines | worked for the post office for 20
years, and later became a trucker. Now, I'm studying at West Los
Angeles Community College, hoping to work in the entertainment
industry as a card-carrying member when | finish. I'm proud to say
I've been on the Dean’s List with a 4.0 GPA.

| am a proud and active father of 2 children, aged 15 and 7. RSA
taught me the skills to become a caring, loving, and understanding
parent. | try to teach my kids the values of accountability,
responsibility, and the importance of education. RSA also taught me
the value of patience and discipline. | often come back to RSA to visit
and talk with the staff and youth. | hope that by sharing my story, |
can inspire them to make positive changes in their lives.

Left to the right: Andre (RSA Staff), Joan (RSA
Therapist), Stephen’s son, Stephen, Eric (RSA Staff)

THANK YOU!

The holiday celebrations and
festivities are now over, and the
new yedr has begun. We want
to, once again, thank all of those
who contributed to making the
holidays so very merry and
brightt The youth made
ornaments to decorate their
Christmas trees in the dorms
and were blessed with so much

cheer as well many goodies
and gifts that had them
overjoyed and thrilled with
excitement. We wish you all a
very happy and healthy year
ahead.

To acknowledge Black History Month,
the Creative Healing Arts Program
explored the history of the African
American people in America and their
influence on music. Hip Hop turned 50
this year, and the youth visited a pop-
up museum in Hollywood that featured
exhibits highlighting the birth and
growth of hip hop music and culture. In
addition to the field trip, group therapy
in CHA focused on tracing the origins of
Hip Hop music through the history and
experiences of African American people
in the United States, including providing
opportunities for youth to reflect on
their own experiences with, and
reactions to generational trauma.

Connecting a Caring Community's
generosity shines through once again
as they graciously donated a gazebo
for our Saint Anthony’s House. Not

stopping there, they offered to
assemble it alongside our youth,
fostering teamwork and community
spirit. Now, both youth and staff relish in
the shade it provides, enhancing our
space for relaxation and connection.
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
Connecting a Caring Community for
their unwavering support and
commitment to our mission of providing
a nurturing environment for our youth.
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Rancho is grateful to our friends who contributed from November 1, 2023 through March 1, 2024.
All donations are greatly appreciated. Our mission would not be possible without your continued support.

Agnes Montag

Alan Leupp

Andrew & Leslie Provenzano
Ann Tinsley

Ann Wiedel Shea

Annabella Nice

Anonymous

Anthony Maurer

Anthony O'Shea

Art Cardoza & Carol Green
Arthur Connolly

Arthur Laski, Jr.

Aubree & Bill Sweeney
Barbara Olinger

Barbara Strieck

Beaulieu Accountancy Corporation
Brian Cavanagh

Bruce Boulton

California Car Cover Co.
Carol & Carloyn Bloch

Carol Hutchinson

Carolyn Hilliard

Carolyn Knybel

Carolyn VanderZwaag
Catherine McMinn

Christian Foundation of America
Christian Fuess

Classic Chevys Of Southern Ca
Custom Control Sensors, LLC
Daniel Olsen

Darleen Sahagun

David Buchanan

David Furukawa

David Key

Debra Greene

Denise Laborde

Dolores Tukich

Dorsey Kleger-Heine
Douglas Maxey

Earl & Marcy Petrus

Edward Littleton

Emily Flaherty

Eric Chin

If you wish to donate, click below or visit our website

Eric Johnson

Estate of Sharon Sprague
Esther Perez

Ethel J. Scantland Foundation
Frank Mazzeo

Frank Wilson

Frederick Kuppers
Frederick Stifter

Gary & Pat Hoover

Gary Herman

Gary Renfrow

Geoffrey Stevens

George & Laura Braunstein
George P. Paikos

George Zaki

Greg & Sue Finch

Harry Johnson

Harvey Marsh

Helen Murphy

Hoffman & Associates Building Corp.

Howmet Aerospace Foundation
lljosa Dobler

J. H. Oliphant

Jaime Carvlin
James Castro
James McKay
James Mulvihill
James P. Cliffton
James Scalise
James Tiedeman
Jean Nancy Piekunka
Jeffery Baumsteiger
Joan Ryan

Joann Jacks

Joe T. Preciado
John & Ivy Lakatta
John Farrell

John Kelly

John Kolody

John Lewis

John Martin

John Peterson

John Soltero

John Weinbeck

Juan Azcarate

Karl Zufelt

Kathryne Saravia

Keith Wieser

Kelly Allegretti

Knights of Columbus
L.L. Foundation for Youth
LADWP Employees’ Association
Leslie Steinman

Linda Badillo

Lupe Simpson

Lynne Hook

Manuel Joia

Maria Cristina Younger
Marilou Perez

Mark Dressel

Mark Suarez

Mary Ann Moore

Mary Brennan

Mary Jo Koman- Keogh
Mary Lou Vanderlip
Masis & Trish Yegazarian
Maureen Williams
Michael Bellinder
Michael Walsh
Michelle Richardson
Nadine Tilley

Nancy Bejune

Nick Rizzo

Nina K. Odeimi

Odus Caldwell

Oran Zitella

Pablo Ulloa

Pastor Herrera Jr.

Pat Lagerstrom
Patricia Carney
Patricia Didonato
Patricia L. Hawkins
Patricia Martinez
Patrick Migliorini

Paul Clarke

Paul Graham

Paul Robert Chiaravalle
Peter & Carol Tullio
Peter Ferry

Polk Family Trust
Rajiv Shah

Randy Potter

Ray Vincent
Raymond Ballard
Raymond DiEsposti
Raymond Fuess
Raymond Leffner
Raymond Raedy
Reserva de la Casa
Richard Bratkovich
Richard Hoefflin
Richard Mader
Richard Marciniak
Robert & Marguerite Sanchez
Robert Byrne
Robert De Leo
Robert Demeter
Robert Radford
Robert Volpe
Rodger Lamer
Roland Pinza
Ronald Babick
Ronald Piekunka
Santos G. Rivas
Scot Stennis

St. Bridget Sweden
St. John Eudes Swim Team
Steve Dey

Sue Lockwood

Sue Opdyke

Sue Parker

Terry Gordon
Thomas Zvanovec
Timothy Masterson
Tony & Mary Kay Lufrano
Travelers Insurance
Victor Quiroz
Vincent Ravine
Walt Petrovsky

Rancho’s “merch” is now
live and for sale on our
website! Check out our

signature T-shirts

Sweatshirts and hats! All

proceeds will go back into
the program for the youth
at Rancho.
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Please note: there will be no benefactor dinner in
June. Based on feedback received this year we will
honor all of our benefactors as we historically have

on the first Saturday of December (12/7/2024).

Stay tuned as we plan exciting new events for our

organization in lieu of the mid-year dinner.



https://ranchosanantonio.networkforgood.com/

